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Senate, to form a Cabinet, but Szymanski's efforts, which ex-
tended over a week, failed. The leaders of the Block told Szy-
manski they did not believe that collaboration with this Seym was
possible. Pilsudski said he would not take part in any Cabinet
unless it agreed in advance to conditions which in effect deprived
the existing Seym of most of its powers. Informed of these condi-
tions, the Opposition leaders declined to support Szymanski, who
on March 26 announced to Moscicki that he had not succeeded.
The President next turned to Jan Pilsudski, younger brother of
the Marshal, and asked him to constitute a Government; the
result was the same as with Szymanski's attempt. The Socialists
lost all patience, for April i was close at hand, and nothing had
been settled about the Budget. On March 29 Daszynski convoked
the Seym in full session, and it passed the Budget in half an hour,
with the figures at 3,038 million zlotys and 2,940 million zlotys
for revenue and expenditure respectively.
FIRST SLAWEK CABINET
Later in the same day Moscicki requested Slawek to form a
Cabinet; Pilsudski supported Slawek, who quickly got together a
Government, which was sworn in during the evening; at the same
time the President decreed the closure of the Parliament.
The new Prime Minister proceeded to tell the Government
Block that as the majority in the Seym-—the Opposition—had
not the welfare of the State at heart, and had no real understand-
ing of the national interests, the logic of events dictated that this
Seym must come to an end, with a general election to follow. It
was the duty of the Block to inform the country in the meantime
of the issues at stake in order that it should know how to vote.
On April 5 the Centrolew issued a statement in which it said that
as the Seym was shut public opinion must express itself in some
other way; the time for silence was past; for its own part it de-
manded the abolition of the "dictatorship and a return to the
lawful regime," and it expressed the hope that if the Parliament
was dissolved, the elections would be "honest." Some three weeks
afterwards 150 delegates, representing the National Democrats ib

